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Iraq's healthcare has been on the edge of collapse since the 1990s. Once the leading hub of
scientific and medical training in the Middle East, Iraq's political and medical infrastructure has
been undermined by decades of U.S.-led sanctions and invasions. Since the British Mandate,
Iragi governments had invested in cultivating Iraq's medical doctors as agents of statecraft and
fostered connections to scientists abroad. In recent years, this has been reversed as thousands
of Iraqi doctors have left the country in search of security and careers abroad. Ungovernable
Life presents the untold story of the rise and fall of Iragi "mandatory medicine"—and of the
destruction of Iraq itself.
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Omar Dewachi is Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Social Medicine, and Global Health and
Co-Director of the Conflict Medicine Program at the American University of Beirut. Trained as a
physician in Iraq, he received his doctorate in social anthropology from Harvard University in 2008.
Dewachi has conducted extensive archival and ethnographic research on the human and ecological
impacts of decades of Western interventions and violence in Iraq and the broader Middle East. His
book with Stanford University Press (2017), Ungovernable Life: Mandatory Medicine and Statecraft in
Iraq, is the first study documenting the untold story of the rise and fall of state medicine in Iraq. He is
currently conducting ethnographic research on the ecologies of wounds and wounding that explores
the biosocial life of war wounds across the Middle East.
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